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4.4 Developing the IPE
4.4.1 Overview

Develop the IPE within the framework of informed consumer choice. Provide information so that the consumer

· thoroughly understands his or her medical condition and personal goals, and 

· knows the available rehabilitation services and the implications for vocational decision-making. 

Every consumer must make informed decisions for his or her personal plan. This participation and ownership will greatly increase the probability of a successful outcome.

Craft the IPE to be consistent with the consumer's unique rehabilitation needs. It must include

· a suitable employment goal, 

· reasonable and necessary services and steps to achieve the employment goal (see 4.4.3 Planning Services in the IPE), 

· a description of how each step will be evaluated, and 

· the consumer's views and comments about the plan. 

The plan

· reflects those agreed-upon services necessary for success, 

· identifies how each step is evaluated, and 

· represents the consumer's views and comments about the plan. 

*You must complete the IPE within 90 days after determining eligibility. If the IPE cannot be completed within 90 days, the case file documentation must reflect a good-faith effort to meet this time standard.*
*Based on 34 CFR Section 361.45(a)(1)

For high school students, develop the IPE as soon as practical but at the latest by the time the student graduates from high school. (See Chapter 5: Services, 5.6.4 Planning for the IPE.) Transition planning requires attention to the eligible student’s career development needs. When assessing for goals, objectives and services, it is expected that multiple plan amendments may be required to capture rehabilitation needs as the student matures and is involved in the experiential development that a coordinated set of transition services affords. All policies, timelines, and regulations related to IPE development, documentation, and amendments are applicable for the transitioning consumer. *If the student is receiving special education services, you must coordinate the IPE with the goals, objectives, and services identified in the student's individualized education program (IEP).*) 
*Based on 34 CFR Section 361.46(d)
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