5.3.3 Hospital and Ambulatory Surgery Center (ASC) Services

(Revised 01/10, 08/10)

Both hospitals and ambulatory surgical centers (ASC) provide medical services; however, procedures performed in an ASC do not require an overnight stay and are usually less complicated than those requiring hospitalization. This section covers such considerations for medical services as

· contracts with hospitals, 

· selecting the appropriate facility, 

· paying for hospital services by contract, 

· paying for ASC services by MAPS codes, 

· exceptions to payment limits, 
· limits on the duration of hospitalization, and 

· additional services. 

…

Exceptions to the Payment Rate Limits

Hospital contracts allow payments by comparable benefits in lieu of the contracted rate when the consumer's circumstances warrant. (See 5.3.1 Physical Restoration Services/Comparable Services and Benefits for Restoration Services for the correct payment procedures when using specific comparable benefits).
· 
· 
· 
· 
A special agreement with the hospital may be executed under the terms of the hospital contract. Before providing services by special agreement, complete DARS3422, Reduced Payment Agreement. The DARS3422 must be signed by authorized hospital representatives and DARS, and placed in the consumer's case file. See Circumstances Resulting in Reduced Payment Agreements for examples. 
Limits on the Duration of Hospitalization

If the treating physician expects the recommended hospitalization to exceed 30 days, you must assess the case and staff it with the

· receiving counselor, if one is involved; 

· area manager; and 

· LMC. 

…

