
5.7.1 Rehabilitation Technology Devices and Services

Overview

*Rehabilitation technology is the systematic application of technologies, engineering methodologies, or scientific principles to meet the needs of and address the barriers confronted by people who have disabilities in areas that include

· education, 

· rehabilitation, 

· employment, 

· transportation, 

· independent living, and 

· recreation. 

The term includes rehabilitation engineering, assistive technology devices, and assistive technology services.*

*Based on 34 CFR Section 361.5(b)(45)
The Scope of Rehabilitation Technology Services

DRS sponsors

…

See Rehabilitation Technology Resource Center (RTRC) for guidance on the services available. For additional examples of how you can use rehabilitation technology services, see Using Rehabilitation Technology. For services specific to consumers who work on farms or ranches, see Texas AgrAbility Project guidance.
...
5.7.3 Job-Site and Home Modification Services

...

Obtaining an Assessment of the Job Site or Home

Before changing the consumer's job site or home, purchase an assessment from a licensed occupational therapist (OT), physical therapist (PT), or professional engineer (PE) specializing in assistive technology. Assessment services identify options that will allow the consumer to

· work as effectively as possible, and/or 

· function as independently as possible.

For assessments specific to farm or ranch employment, consider purchasing services from the Texas AgrAbility Project
Procedure for Obtaining an Assessment

Use the following procedure to obtain the assessment of potential modifications to the consumer's job site or home.

1. as needed, review information in 

· Job Site Modification: Assessment and Implementation, or 

· Home Modification: Assessment and Implementation; 

2. complete 

· DARS3394, Job Site Modification Assessment Referral; and/or 

· DARS3395, Home Modification Assessment Referral; 

3. negotiate rates using the following guidelines: 

· for OT and PT services, negotiate a rate for assessment consistent with MAPS; 

· for PE services, negotiate a rate consistent with prevailing community rates and include travel costs as necessary; and 

4. pay upon receipt of assessment report, which is usually provided within 10 days of service. 

If applicable, ensure that the consumer signs the release on DARS3394, with a copy to you, specifying what consumer information the OT, PT, or PE may provide to the employer.
For services provided by the Texas AgrAbility Project, follow procedures described in the related guidance.
Exceptions to Obtaining an Assessment

