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RPM 5.3.4 Physical Restoration Services or Procedures with Special Requirements

…

· occupational therapy; 

· orthoses and prostheses; 

· outpatient services; 

…

Orthoses and Prostheses

…
Purchasing Orthoses and Prostheses

Purchase the most basic orthotic or prosthetic device that allows a consumer to meet his or her vocational needs. Consider purchasing more technologically advanced devices or components only if required by the consumer's unique vocational or medical needs. See Counselor Desk Reference, Chapter 2: Amputations, 2.4 Purchasing Prostheses for guidance.

…

If the orthosis or prosthesis is a replacement, the letter must fully describe the design and components of the current device. The letter should also

· identify problems that have limited the consumer's ability to use the device, and 

· explain the necessity and rationale of the proposed treatment. 

A purchase order (PO) for an orthosis or prosthesis should be generated using the letter of specification. Payments for orthoses or prostheses may not exceed MAPS.
Prosthetic purchases require approval if
· DRS’ cost equals or exceeds $12,500 and the letter of specification contains no unlisted MAPS codes; or
· the letter of specification contains unlisted MAPS codes, regardless of cost.
Approval Procedure for Purchasing a Prosthesis Costing $12,500 or More without Unlisted MAPS Codes
If DRS’ cost for the prosthesis is $12,500 or more and there are no unlisted MAPS codes, the case will be reviewed by the University of Texas Southwestern (UTSW) Medical Center Prosthetics–Orthotics Program. Follow the procedures below.

Counselor or MSC

…

If UTSW does not agree with the prosthetist's letter of specification, the prosthetist may submit additional information and request a follow-up review of the case. The additional information must be substantive and customized to the consumer. It should not be generic information or the same information provided in the original documents. Request the UTSW follow-up review using the procedure outlined above at an additional cost of $375.00. Only one follow-up review is allowed. Questions about the UTSW report should be directed to the PSPD.

Approval Procedure for Purchasing an Orthosis or Prosthesis with Unlisted MAPS Codes
If the L-code for a device or component is not listed in MAPS when the service record is generated, the Central Office Orthotic and Prosthetic Review Committee (OPRC) must approve the purchase of the specialized device or component regardless of cost. Refer to the Counselor's Toolbox for a complete list of specialized prosthetic and orthotic devices and components requiring OPRC approval. Use the following procedures to submit a case to the OPRC for approval.

Counselor or MSC

1. obtains the area manager's approval to purchase the item; and 

2. prepares a packet containing the following required information: 

· an OPRC Review Cover Sheet; 

· 
· the prescription for the prosthesis or orthosis; 

· the Letter of Specification for the prosthesis or orthosis; 

· prosthetist notes explaining the unique medical conditions or employment requirement for the item and measurements; 

· a DARS3602, Lower Extremity Amputation Checklist or DARS3601, Upper Extremity Amputation Checklist;  

· additional pertinent medical or vocational records; and

· the counselor case note justifying the vocational or independent living need. 

OPRC

3. reviews the request to purchase the item and decides whether to approve it based on a justified medical, vocational, or independent living need of the consumer. 

CPBS (Consumer Procurement and Business Services) or PRS (Physical Restoration Specialist)

4. enters the committee's decision in the consumer's electronic file.
…

5.8.1 The Purpose and Scope of Adjunct Services

This section describes policies that apply to services that

· support other planned VR services, or 

· are necessary for a consumer to participate in assessments to determine eligibility and rehabilitation needs. 

These services include

· maintenance, 

· consumer transportation, 

· personal attendant services, 

· interpreter services for people who are deaf, 

· special telecommunication assistance, 

· translator services, 

· 
· services to family members, 

· tools and equipment, and 

· occupational licenses. 

…

5.8.4 Personal Attendant Services

...

Supporting Relocation from a Nursing Home or Institution

Personal attendant services may be provided for up to 12 months, if a consumer is relocating to a private residence from a

· nursing home, 

· community residential or group home, or 

· mental health facility. 


Comparable Benefits

*Use comparable benefits when they are
· appropriate for the consumer's needs, and 

· available timely before case service funds are encumbered.* 

You may supplement these comparable services, as necessary, with case service funds.

*Based on 34 CFR Section 361.5(b)(10)
…
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5.8.8 Services to the Consumer's Family Members

…

5.8.9 Tools and Equipment
…

5.8.10 Occupational Licenses
…

