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7.2 Health Care Professionals—Required Qualifications
Consumer Procurement and Business Services (CPBS) verifies the required qualifications of health care professionals in the electronic case management system.
Listed below are the required qualifications for physicians, specialists, and other health care professionals.
For questions about certification or licensure of other health care professionals, contact the Consumer Procurement and Business Services physical restoration specialist (PRS).
	Profession
	Job Function
	Required Qualifications

	Advanced practice nurse
	Provides medical examinations and/or treatment.
	Licensed by the Texas Board of Nursing.

	Audiologist
	· Provides audiological examinations. 
· May dispense hearing aids. 
· May provide basic audiometric assessments. 
	Licensed by the State Board of Examiners for Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology.
To dispense hearing aids, the audiologist also must be licensed by the State Committee of Examiners in the Fitting and Dispensing of Hearing Instruments.

	…
	
	

	Licensed marriage and family therapists (LMFTs)
	Provides goal-oriented or problem-centered counseling services as recommended or prescribed by a psychiatrist or psychologist.
	Licensed by the Texas State Board of Examiners of Marriage and Family Therapists.

	Licensed professional counselor
	Provides goal-oriented or problem-centered counseling services as recommended or prescribed by a psychiatrist or psychologist.
	Licensed by the Texas State Board of Examiners of Professional Counselors.

	Licensed surgical assistant (LSA)
	Provides assistant surgeon services.
	Licensed by the Texas Medical Board.

	Occupational therapist
	Provides
· occupational therapy services recommended or prescribed by a physician, 
· home modifications assessment, and/or 
· job analysis and job-site modifications assessment. 
	Licensed by the Executive Council of Physical Therapy and Occupational Therapy Examiners to practice in the state where services are rendered.

	Optometrist
	Provides vision examinations.
	Licensed by the Texas Optometry Board.

	…
	
	

	Psychologist
	Provides or supervises the provision of psychological services.
When an individual under the supervision of the licensed psychologist provides services, the licensed psychologist must sign all reports.
	Licensed by the Texas State Board of Examiners of Psychologists or licensed to practice in the state where service rendered (unless exempt).
Mental health and mental retardation (MHMR) centers and some state agencies are exempt from the licensing act.

	Registered nurse first assistant (RNFA)
	Provides assistant surgeon services.
	Licensed by the Texas Board of Nursing.

	Social Worker
	Provides goal-oriented or problem-centered counseling services for DRS consumers as recommended or prescribed by a psychiatrist and/or psychologist.
	Licensed Clinical Social Worker (LCSW) licensed by the Texas State Board of Social Work Examiners.
MHMR Centers and some state agencies are exempted from the licensing act.

	Specialist physician
	Performs examinations, treatment, and/or surgery.
	Physician certified by an American Medical Specialty Board, or the American Osteopathy Specialty Board, or has training and experience to be "eligible" for examination by a specialty board.
A physician providing surgery under DRS sponsorship must be board certified or "eligible" for examination by a specialty board in the area of the physician's surgical specialty.
The DRS medical director must approve each exception (to request medical director approval, see Chapter 11: Technical Information and References, 11.1 Required Approvals and/or Consultations).

	Speech and language pathologist
	Provides, with concurrence of a physician, speech and hearing therapy after surgery or trauma affecting speech.
	Certified as a speech-language pathologist by the State Board of Examiners for Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology.

	Speech trainer
	Provides speech training in both expressive (speech language production) and receptive (lip and speech reading) language.
May also evaluate and provide training in the use of speech augmentation devices.
	Certified as a speech-language pathologist by the State Board of Examiners for Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology.



