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32.1 Introduction

As a result of technological advancements in the area of telecommunications, a number of special devices have been and will be developed that  have considerable impact on training, employment, and independent living for people who are significantly disabled.

Proper selection, timely acquisition, and effective use of technology may make the difference in a consumer achieving success in training and employment.

Examples

These  special devices may include any electronic, computer-based, or mechanical equipment, such as

· 
· braille writers, 

· tape recorders, 
· closed circuit television reading systems,
· TTYs, 

· optical character recognition hardware and software (text to speech),

· braille embossers,
· 
· computer screen reader software,
· computer screen magnification  software, 

· electronic note taking devices, 

· alternative keyboard input devices, 
· devices to aid in grasping, and
· refreshable braille displays.
