Chapter 37: Vocational Rehabilitation Teacher

· 37.1 Role of the VR Teacher 

· 37.2 VR Teacher Employment Assistance Services 

· 37.2.1 Eligibility Decision 

· 37.2.2 Comprehensive Assessment 

· 37.2.3 VR Teacher Services 

· 37.3 Teacher and Counselor Staffing Sessions 

· 37.3.1 Purpose 

· 37.3.2 Session Focus 

· 37.3.3 How Often 

· 37.4 Consumer Referral Process 

· 37.5 VR Teacher Assessment and Training Recommendations Process 

· 37.5.1 VRT Assessment Process 

· 37.5.2 Assessment Focus and Employment Outcome 

· 37.5.3 VRT Assessment Checklist Process 

· 37.5.4 VRT Assessment Documentation 

· 37.5.5 VRT Training Recommendations Process 

· 37.5.6 VRT Training Recommendations Documentation 

· 37.6 VRT Training Process 

· 37.6.1 Recommending Training Services Before VRT Assessment Completion 

· 37.6.2 Providing Evaluative Activities Before IPE Development 

· 37.6.3 Providing VRT Skills Training 

· 37.6.4 Braille Training 

· 37.7 Completion of VR Teacher Services 

· 37.7.1 Completion of VRT Services 

· 37.7.2 Providing Additional Requested Services 

· 37.7.3 Closing the VR Teacher Service Record 

· 37.8 VRT Case Services Management 

· 37.8.1 Case Notes 

· 37.8.2 Case Transfers 

· 37.8.3 Transfers to CCRC 

· 37.8.4 Action List 

· 37.8.5 Service Records 

· 37.9 Adaptive Equipment and Supplies 

· 37.9.1 Definitions 

· 37.9.2 Ordering Rehabilitation Teacher Supplies 

· 37.9.3 Recommending Counselor Purchase of Equipment 

· 37.9.4 Consumer or Staff Purchases from Control Account 40 

· 37.9.5 Maintaining Inventory Levels in the Local Office 

· 37.9.6 Accountability 

· 37.9.7 Receipt and Agreement Form 

…

37.4 Consumer Referral Process
(Revised 4/3/06)

The VR counselor refers adult consumers who require vocational rehabilitation teacher services to the VR teacher.

In most cases, adult consumers who are legally blind are referred to the VRT. Exceptions, such as pending eye surgery or recent completion of training at CCRC, must be documented in a case note. Visually impaired consumers with severe functional limitations may be referred if VRT services are needed.

The counselor should not refer a consumer who plans to receive surgery or treatment expected to improve his or her vision above legal blindness.

Note: Adult consumers demonstrating immediate critical needs before surgery may be referred to the VRT, but the counselor must consider the VRT's availability before making the referral.

Transition counselors are responsible for completing the Transition Core Skills Assessment Checklist.
 Based on the results of the core skills assessment, if a legally blind or visually impaired transition consumer with severe functional limitations needs VRT skills training, the transition counselor identifies to the VRT the specific skill areas that must be addressed, based on the results of the core skills checklist. The VRT is not required to complete an assessment. The VR teacher accepts the transition referral by putting the service record into "Active" status, since an assessment is not required.

Consumers are referred to the VRT by using a service record in ReHabWorks according to the following procedure:

· The referral appears in the teacher’s "Action List." The service status is "Requested." 

· The teacher opens the Service Record, and updates it by choosing "Accepted" or "Not Accepted." 

· If the referral is not accepted, the teacher must document the reason in a case note. 

· The counselor puts specific assessment and training instructions in the long description or in an email, or discusses the reasons during the staffing session. 

· One service record at a time is used to document consumer services. 

For more information on service records, see the RUG, Chapter 16: Case Service Records.

…
37.8.2 Case Transfers
For transfers within the field,

· the teacher service record may be closed, or the counselor or teacher may delegate it to another teacher; 

· if delegated by the teacher, the teacher contacts the teacher being delegated to and provides an update on teacher services. See the RUG on how to update or redelegate. 
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