TEXAS WORKFORCE SOLUTIONS Texas Workforce Solutions comprises Texas
- VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION Workforce Commission, 28 local workforce

SERVICES development boards and our service providing
partners. Together we provide workforce,
education, training and support services,
including vocational rehabilitation assistance
for the people of Texas.

The ability to read and write is vital to
everyone. Those skills affect one’s ability to
get jobs, promotions, and make other life
advancements. Braille is an essential tool for
2 individuals who are blind in the workplace.

Braille literacy plays the same key role in the
life of someone who is blind as print literacy
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Technology is making literacy even more
important. Use of computers, email, and
the internet are essential parts of most
workplaces. This technology has changed
the way we communicate and the way we
o get information.
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Contrary to popular belief, Braille is not
difficult to learn. It is a simple code that fits
ona 3" x5” card.

The genius of Louis Braille, the inventor of
the code, is demonstrated in the simplistic
pattern of the alphabet and the thrifty
approach to the numbering system, which
utilizes the first ten letters of the alphabet
preceded by a numeric indicator.

Unlike print, Braille does not have a separate
set of symbols to represent lower and upper
case letters. In Braille, indicators are placed
before Braille letters to indicate upper case.

The Braille alphabet, numbers, punctuation
and other symbols are created in a six-dot
formation called a “cell”, which contains
two columns of three dots each. Each dot
is assigned a number to facilitate ease of
learning.

As shown below, from top to bottom, the first
column contains dots 1, 2 and 3. The second
column contains dots 4, 5 and 6.

Notice the pattern of progression in the
example below. The first line contains the
letters A through J, and only the four dots
in the upper part of the cell are used. (Dots
124 5). The second line contains letters K
through T. Dot three has been added to the
letters A through J, to create these letters.

The third line contains the letters U through
Z. Notice that the W does not follow the
normal progression established throughout
the preceding letters. There was no W in the
French alphabet, so Louis Braille did not add
a W until he met a blind Englishman who
requested a symbol for the letter W.
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TEXAS WORKFORCE SOLUTIONS
-VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION SERVICES

101 East 15th Street
Austin, Texas 78778-0001
800-628-5115

Equal Opportunity Employer/Program

Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request
to individuals with disabilities.

Relay Texas: 800-735-2989 (TTY) and 711 (Voice).

Copies of this publication (09/2017) have been distributed
in compliance with the State Depository Law and are
available for public use through the Texas State Publication
Depository Program at the Texas State Library
and other state depository libraries.

WWW.TEXASWORKFORCE.ORG

Your TWS-VRS Office
To locate your Texas Workforce Solutions-Vocational
Rehabilitation Services (TWS-VRS) office, visit:
www.texasworkforce.org/find-locations
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