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How to C S
When closed sessions are permissible

Conducting meetings by teleconference
or videoconference

Penalties and remedies



> Enhan
scandal

Chapter 551 of Texas Government Code

Purpose: Allow the public to—
« Observe the business of government

« Know how and why every decision is made



v "Open Meetings Act”

v "Open Meetings Act Handbook”


http://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/
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The Act gene

e a governmental body, and

e that body is meeting.

there is:



551.001(3).

> “Quorum” means a majority of the governing
body, unless otherwise defined by law.

« Generally, the Act applies whenever a
quorum of a governmental body meets.



Delibera

body’s public bus s or formal action
taken by the governmental body, or

« An opportunity provided by the
governmental body for members to ask
about, speak about, or listen to
information relating to public business.



e Candidate forum or debate

. iIs not a meeting, provided:
e No formal action is taken, and
e Any discussion of public

business is incidental to the
authorized event.



Subjects to he meeting

e For deliberations on budget, must include:

- Physical copy of proposed budget (unless
available on Internet homepage)

- Taxpayer impact statement (property
taxes)



Tejas Workforce Development Board Meeting
March 29, 2025
6:00 p.m.
Auditorium, Board Office

Executive Director’s Report

Personnel Matters

Public Comment




» Governm
jurisdiction (like must generally
post notice 7 days prior to a meeting.

» In emergencies, notice must be posted 1
hour before the meeting.




TWC, as a state required to
provide notice to the Se of State, which is then
posted on the Internet.

Local Workforce Development boards must post:

- Physical notice on a bulletin board with convenient
public access; and

- Digital notice on the Board’s website (if
applicable).



ealth and

safety; or
e A reasonably unforeseeable situation.
o Fire o Epidemic
o Hurricane o Riot or other actual or
o Power or transportation threatened act of

failure lawlessness or violence



Provide notice to the media at least one hour
before the meeting if they have previously
requested to receive special notice in the
event of an emergency

Clearly identify the emergency or urgent
public necessity in the notice



regular bu

« The recess is made in good faith and
not to circumvent the Act.



Improperly ns may be
ratified at a subsequent meeting
where the subject matter has been
properly noticed.



Meetings must be:
« Accessible to the public, and
« Accessible to individuals with disabilities.

A meeting location within the boundaries of
the governmental body’s jurisdiction will
likely satisfy this requirement.



The

e Record by v ; , or other means

At meetings of the governmental body of a
political subdivision, the public has a right to
comment publicly on agenda items.



considera

May adopt reasona , including rules
limiting the amount of time a member of the
public may address the body on a given item.

Additional time individuals requiring a
translator unless simultaneous translation
equipment is used.



meetin ental
bodies a

Some governme uired to record
and post recordings of their open meetings on the
Internet (§ 551.128).



Minutes
« State the s on; and

« Indicate each vote, order, decision, or other
action taken.

Minutes and recordings must be made available for
public inspection and copying on request.



than 25
exceptions meetings

e Statutes outside of the Act may also apply to
specific entities to allow closed sessions in
specific circumstances.

Authority for closed session must be explicit in
statute (not implied).



offer, or

On a matter that requires the attorney to
meet in a closed meeting to comply with
the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional
Conduct.



evaluati
dismissal of a

, discipline, or
employee; or

« Hear a complaint or charge against an
officer or employee.

This exception does not apply if the officer or
employee who is the subject of the deliberation or
hearing requests a public hearing.



Exception applie lon In an open
meeting would detrimentally affect the Board’s
position in negotiations with a third person.



Close curity
measu

protect a

“Cybersecurity
computer network a

protect a
orized access.

“Critical Infrastructure Facility” includes (as it
relates to TWC and local workforce boards) a
communication infrastructure system and a
cybersecurity system.



Clo

Any Vo
meeting.

open



Identify in the open meeting the legal
provision authorizing the
governmental body to meet in closed
session.

Keep a certified agenda or make a
tape recording as required by law.



The Ac and

keep a losed
meetings.

Certified agen

- The presiding officer announced the date and time
at both the beginning and end of the meeting;

- A statement of the subject matter of each
deliberation;

- A record of any further action taken; and

Certification that the agenda is a true and correct
record of the closed meeting.



A person who

authority makes a ce agenda or recording
public commits a Class B misdemeanor.

A certified agenda or recording must be
preserved for at least 2 years.



e Necessary to the c eeting, and
e Would not defeat its legal basis.

No one whose presence would undermine the
legal basis for the closed meeting may attend.



e AN em Xists;

« Convening at or impossible.

Meeting is subject to the notice requirements
applicable to other meetings.

Some specific governmental bodies are authorized to
meet by telephone conference in other circumstances.

A governmental body may use a conference call to
consult with some attorneys.
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te

« The vide

member eting must
be broadcast live;

« The member of the governmental body
presiding over the meeting must be present in
a physical space that is open to the public; and

« Depending on the type of governmental body, a
quorum may still need to be present in the
meeting place.



Me
or p
violati

* No votin
through the

« Posting and archiving requirements; and

« Certain technical requirements.



e Failing ing of a

e Unlawfully disc genda or
recording of a closed meeting;

e Holding or participating in an illegally closed
meeting; and

e Deliberating among a quorum through a
series of communications.



ons

ember

among a seri

« Occur outside o

« Concern an issue within the governmental body’s
jurisdiction;

« Individual communication does not include a
quorum; and

« Series of communications does include a quorum.

Knowingly means the member knew at the time of

the communication that the series of communications
involved or would involve a quorum.
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