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Workforce Innovation Fund - Additional Funds
Discussion Paper

Background

On March 18, 2024, the Texas Workforce Commission’s (TWC) three-member Commission
(Commission) requested that staff develop an Innovation Fund to replace monetary Board
awards to provide Boards with the opportunity to develop projects and apply for funding to
support locally sourced innovation in workforce development.

On May 7, 2024, the Commission approved staff’s recommendation to create the Workforce
Innovation Fund using $1 million in Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA)
statewide funds. The Workforce Innovation Fund enables Boards to apply for grants between
$25,000 and $250,000. All grants awarded through the Workforce Innovation Fund will be 18 to
24 months in length and require a follow-up period within the life of the grant cycle to allow
TWC and Board staff to track outcomes associated with the program.

Issue

TWC received 21 Board applications for the Workforce Innovation Fund, all of which were
reviewed and scored by a team of TWC evaluators. Based on the evaluation scores, and using
the $1 million in WIOA statewide funds originally approved by the Commission, TWC is able to
award grants to the top four scoring applications. However, the first natural scoring break occurs
after the fifth highest scoring application, with only 0.75 points separating the fourth and fifth
highest scoring applications.

Recommendation

Staff recommends an additional $34,845 in WIOA statewide funding to fund one additional
Workforce Innovation Fund applicant.
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