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Early Childhood Integrated Data System — FY2026 Statewide Initiative
Discussion Paper

Background

Early childhood data in Texas is currently housed within complex, independent data systems across
multiple state agencies. An Early Childhood Integrated Data System (ECIDS) collects, integrates,
maintains, stores, and reports information from early childhood programs across multiple agencies to
provide integrated, cross-program data that helps inform decisions about early childhood programs,
policies, and services.

The Early Childhood Interagency Workgroup! (ECIW) collaborated with a workgroup of Texas Early
Learning Council members to create an ECIDS Roadmap. The roadmap includes an overview of the
current early childhood data landscape in Texas, including current early childhood data initiatives and
other data integration efforts in the state, and outlines lessons learned from other states who have pursued
the development of an ECIDS. It also identifies policy questions that an ECIDS could help to inform and
provides recommended next steps. The roadmap recommends that the state focus on the following five
foundational policy questions and additional policy questions related to school readiness to guide the
development of an ECIDS:

What is the total population of families and children birth to 5?

What is the population of families and children eligible for early childhood services and programs?
What is the population of families and children with access to early childhood services and programs?
Which potentially eligible families and children are/are not being served by early childhood services
and programs?

e Are the state’s children, starting at birth, healthy and on track to succeed?

The ECIW is overseeing the federal Preschool Development Grant Birth to Five (PDG B-5) funding, a
portion of which is being used by the Texas Education Agency (TEA) for ECIDS development work.
TEA has engaged with the ECIDS Steering Committee to oversee the ECIDS development work, as well
as with a Technical Data Workgroup, and a Legal Workgroup. The PDG B-5 federal grant expires on
March 30, 2026.

Issue

HB 3963 (89™ Texas Legislature) directs the ECIW to develop an ECIDS, and to pursue grants or other
funding available from the state and federal government for its development and support. With the
expiration of the federal PDG B-5 grant funding, Texas must identify other funding to continue the work
already initiated by TEA.

The Child Care & Early Learning (CC&EL) Division recommends that the Texas Workforce Commission
support TEA’s ECIDS work by dedicating Child Care and Development Funds for this initiative. TWC
and TEA estimate that a total of $2,830,000 is needed for April 2026 through approximately August 2027.
TWC and TEA will each fund 50 percent of the cost.

Decision Point
Staff recommends that TWC’s three-member Commission approve $1,415,000 for a new statewide
initiative to provide to TEA to support ECIDS work as described above.

! The ECIW includes staff from TWC, TEA, the Health and Human Services Commission, the Department of Family and
Protective Services
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