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Tuesday, March 18, 2025 

 CHAIRMAN DANIEL: Good morning. This meeting 

is called to order. Mr. Trobman, has anybody signed up for 

public comment?  

 CHAIRMAN DANIEL: All right.  

 MS. MILLER: Thank you, gentlemen. 

 CHAIRMAN DANIEL: Thank you. We’ll take a 

short recess.  

 CHAIRMAN DANIEL: This is Agenda Item 9, 

Texas Veterans Network. 

 BOB GEAR: Good morning, Chairman Daniel, 

Commissioner Treviño, Commissioner Esparza, Mr. Serna. For the 

record, I’m Bob Gear, director of the Texas Veterans Leadership 

Program with the Workforce Division. In May of 2022, the 

commission approved the use of Workforce Opportunity and 

Innovation Act statewide funds to publish an RFA to build the 

statewide network of veteran coordinators. The successful 

respondent, Combined Arms, launched the Texas Veterans Network 

on 1 April 2023 and continues to provide vital referral services 

to veterans across the state. These services include assistance 

with financial and legal matters, participation in career and 

education programs, connections to veteran benefits and 

programs, and assistance in meeting basic needs such as food and 

housing. At its August 20, 2024 meeting the commission approved 

an exceptional item requesting general revenue funding for the 
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TVN. The exceptional item cited changes to federal funding and 

requirements may impact the use of WIOA statewide funding for 

the need to continue the TVN without disruption. The current 

contract ends on 31 March 2025. Stopping services while awaiting 

the passage of the General Appropriations Act will have a 

detrimental effect to services for Texas veterans and could lead 

to increase in costs associated with restarting the program at a 

later date. Staff recommends the use of $425,000 of WIOA 

statewide funds for a five-month extension of its contract with 

Combined Arms for continuation of the Texas Veterans Network. 

That concludes my presentation. I’m happy to answer any 

questions you may have. 

 CHAIRMAN DANIEL: Any comments or questions? 

 COMMISSIONER TREVIÑO: None here. 

 COMMISSIONER ESPARZA: No questions. 

 CHAIRMAN DANIEL: Is there a motion? 

 COMMISSIONER TREVIÑO: Chairman, I move that 

we approve the use of $425,000 in WIOA statewide funds for a 

five-month extension of the TWC contract with Combined Arms for 

continuation of the Texas Veterans Network as recommended today 

by staff. 

 COMMISSIONER ESPARZA: I second. 

 CHAIRMAN DANIEL: It’s been moved and 

seconded and the vote is unanimous. Thank you. 

 BOB GEAR: Thank you. 
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 CHAIRMAN DANIEL: This is Agenda Item 10, 

board nominations. 

 PATRICIA MARTINEZ: Good morning, chairman, 

commissioners, Mr. Serna. For the record, Patricia Martinez, 

Workforce Development Division. Today for your consideration we 

have Workforce Board nominations for Workforce Solutions Capital 

Area, Deep East Texas, and North Central Texas. Staff recommends 

approval on the presented nominees and I’m here to answer any 

questions you may have. 

 CHAIRMAN DANIEL: Comments or questions? 

 COMMISSIONER TREVIÑO: None here. 

 COMMISSIONER ESPARZA: No questions. 

 CHAIRMAN DANIEL: Is there a motion? 

 COMMISSIONER TREVIÑO: Chairman, I move that 

we approve the local Workforce Development Board member nominees 

presented today for the following: Workforce Solutions Capital 

Area; Deep East Texas; and North Central. 

 COMMISSIONER ESPARZA: I second. 

 CHAIRMAN DANIEL: It’s been moved and 

seconded. The motion carries. 

 PATRICIA MARTINEZ: Thank you. 

 CHAIRMAN DANIEL: I don’t see a legislative 

report. I mean Bob has a tie on and he’s sitting in Michael’s 

chair but I think we’ve already heard everything Bob wanted to 

tell us today. An executive director’s report? 
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 MR. SERNA: There is no report. 

 CHAIRMAN DANIEL: All right. Is there any 

other order of business to come before the commission? 

 COMMISSIONER TREVIÑO: Nothing here. 

 COMMISSIONER ESPARZA: No, sir. 

 CHAIRMAN DANIEL: Is there a motion to 

adjourn? 

 COMMISSIONER TREVIÑO: Chairman, I move to 

adjourn. 

 COMMISSIONER ESPARZA: I second. 

 CHAIRMAN DANIEL: It’s been moved and 

seconded to adjourn and we’re adjourned.  
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