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[bookmark: _Toc155707500]16.1 Overview of Project SEARCH Services
Project SEARCH is an international initiative that supports partnerships among businesses (employers), local school districts, vocational rehabilitation (VR) agencies, and other entities that serve individuals with disabilities, including intellectual and developmental disabilities. Project SEARCH promotes the successful long-term employment of VR customers in jobs that are stable, meaningful, integrated, and competitively compensated.
To obtain and maintain a Project SEARCH contract, the provider must also have and maintain an active Employment Services contract. The Employment Services contract must include at least one of the following service options: Job Skills Training and Job Placement services, Work Experience Placement services and Work Experience Training, or Supported Employment services.
The program takes place in business settings where total immersion in the workplace facilitates teaching and learning. The program enables participating VR customers to develop marketable work skills and increase their employability. Each customer has the opportunity to participate in three internships in order to explore a variety of career paths. The customer works with a team that includes the customer's family and partnering agencies. The team helps the customer create an employment goal and supports the customer during the transition from school to work.
All fees for services described in this chapter can be found in VR-SFP 16.6 Project SEARCH Service Fees. 
Any request to change a Service Description, Process and Procedure, or Outcomes Required for Payment must be documented and approved by the VR director, using the VR3472, Contracted Service Modification Request for Project SEARCH Services, before the change is implemented. The approved VR3472 must be maintained in the provider’s customer case file. For more information, refer to VR-SFP 3.4.11 Contracted Services Modification Request.
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