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Post-Acute Brain Injury (PABI) services are provided as recommended by an interdisciplinary team to address deficits in functional and cognitive skills based on individualized assessed needs. Services may include behavior management, the development of coping skills, and compensatory strategies. These services may be provided in a residential or nonresidential setting.
Services are based on an assessment of the individual's assessed deficits. The goal of PABI services for VR customers is to establish new patterns of cognitive activity as well as compensatory mechanisms to achieve a specific employment outcome.
Duration of Post-Acute Brain Injury Services
PABI services are not limited by the time that has passed since the traumatic brain injury (TBI) occurred.
The 180-day limit on post-acute rehabilitation services is measured from the first day of services sponsored. Post-acute rehabilitation services are indicated on the IPE "up to 30 days of service" and may be extended to a maximum of 180 days without an IPE amendment when recommended by the interdisciplinary team.
When a post-acute rehabilitation facility divides its program into two phases and releases the customer for a period before bringing the customer back to complete the program, VR may sponsor both periods of PABI services up to a cumulative total of 180 days.
When considering residential PABI services, the VR counselor must consult with the Central Office program specialist for physical disabilities.  The VR counselor must have approval from the Central Office program specialist for physical disabilities before including residential PABI as a purchased service on an IPE or IPE amendment.
The MSC or medical services technician (MST) must issue all service authorizations for residential PABI services.
Procedure
Purchasing Post-Acute Brain Injury Services
A contract exception must be granted to purchase residential PABI services. Refer to D-210-2: Process for Exceptions to Non-Hospital Contracts.
When referring a customer to PABI, the VR counselor sends a packet to the MSC. The procedure for the MSC or MST to coordinate residential or nonresidential PABI services for eligible VR customers is as follows.
The MSC or medical services technician (MST) must issue all service authorizations for residential PABI services.

