PART C, CHAPTER 12.3.a: WORK EXPERIENCE PLACEMENT SERVICES
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…
POLICY
…
C.   Remote Service Delivery
Remote service delivery is the delivery of rehabilitation over telecommunication networks and includes some VR services. Refer to the Standards for Providers 3.4.8 Remote Service Delivery for appropriate Online Platforms.
Meetings may be held remotely between the VR counselor or ILS-OIB worker, customer, provider, and, as appropriate, the customer's circle of supports (including the customer's representative). Not all customers will benefit from participating in remote service delivery. The VR counselor or ILS-OIB worker must evaluate each customer's case to determine if remote service delivery is in the best interest of the customer and whether the customer has access to required resources and has the skills necessary for effective use.
If the VR SFP service chapters allow and if indicated and approved by the TWC-VR or ILS-OIB worker on the referral form, plan, or SA, a provider may:
· implement accessible training activities using a computer-based training platform that allows for face-to-face and/or real-time interaction; or
· use video telecommunication services and software such as Video Relay Services or FaceTime, as training tools.
The service provider must ensure all requirements in the VR-SFP, including confidentiality and the customer's literacy and disability needs, are met in the delivery of the services.

DC.    Standards for Providers Manual (SFP)
The SFP manual focuses on the business practices, processes, and policies that TWC-VR and the contracted provider must follow. This VRSM chapter includes services that are provided by a contractor. For additional information regarding contractor responsibilities, service descriptions and costs, please refer to the SFP Chapter 14: Work Experience Services.
ED.    Additional Policy Considerations
· Comparable Services and Benefits: WEP services are exempt from the requirement to secure comparable services and benefits prior to TWC-VR expending funds.
· Customer Participation in the Cost of Services: WEP services are exempt from applying Basic Living Requirements (BLR) and, therefore, the customer is not required to participate in the cost of services.
· Recipients of Social Security Disability Benefits: Recipients of Supplemental Security Income (SSI) or Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI), due to the customer's disability, are exempt from the requirement to participate in the cost of TWC-VR services regardless of income.
· Exceptions to Policy: When necessary to meet the VR needs of a customer, TWC-VR staff members may request exceptions to policies and procedures through their chain of management up to the Deputy Division Director of Field Services Delivery, or designee. However, exceptions to policies and procedures based on Federal and State laws, statutes, and rules or regulations are not allowable.
…
REVIEW
The Policy  Team, or designee, is responsible for reviewing this policy and these procedures and will update the Document History log if necessary.
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