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TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS
BEFORE THE
TEXAS WORKFORCE COMMISSION
AUSTIN, TEXAS
PUBLIC MEETING


)
FOR THE TEXAS


)
WORKFORCE COMMISSION
)
COMMISSION MEETING
WEDNESDAY, JULY 17, 2019



BE IT REMEMBERED THAT at 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, the 17th day of July, 2019, the above-entitled matter came on for hearing at the Texas Workforce Commission, TWC Building, 101 East 15th Street, Room 244, Austin, Texas, before RUTH R. HUGHS, Chair and JULIAN ALVAREZ, Commissioner.
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P R O C E E D I N G S
WEDNESDAY, JULY 17, 2019
(9:00 a.m.)
AGENDA ITEM NO. 1



CHAIR HUGHS:  Good morning. This meeting is called to order.
AGENDA ITEM NO. 2



CHAIR HUGHS: Jewell, has anyone signed up for public comment?



GENERAL COUNSEL:  No. 



CHAIR HUGHS:  Thank you.  
AGENDA ITEM NO. 3



Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action Regarding Whether to Assume Continuing Jurisdiction on Unemployment Compensation Cases, Wage Claim Cases, and/or Tax Liability Cases and Reconsideration of Unemployment Compensation Cases, Wage Claim Cases, and/or Tax Liability Cases, if Any.



No Discussion.

AGENDA ITEM NO. 4



Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action Regarding Tax Liability Cases Listed on the Texas Workforce Commission Dockets.




No Discussion.
AGENDA ITEM NO. 5



Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action Regarding Fair Housing Cases listed on the Texas Workforce Commission Dockets.




No Discussion.

AGENDA ITEM NO. 6



Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action Regarding Higher Level Appeals in Wage Claim Cases Listed on the Texas Workforce Commission Dockets 27, 28 and 29.

 


The Commission considered and took action on all wage claim cases listed on Dockets 27, 28 and 29.

AGENDA ITEM NO. 7



Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action Regarding Higher Level Appeals in Unemployment Compensation Cases Listed on the Texas Workforce Commission Dockets 27, 28 and 29.




The Commission considered and took action on all unemployment compensation cases listed on Dockets 27, 28 and 29.

AGENDA ITEM NO. 8
CHAIR HUGHS:  (indiscernible)
MR. SERNA:  (indiscernible) parts of Unemployment Insurance Division occasionally get questions from individuals applying for Unemployment Insurance benefits concerning the amount of time it’s taking us to be able to respond to their case.  We do have standard language that we share with them concerning the missing commissioner and that those cases are pending that action.  
We really have only gotten a few individuals that raised concerns, but I know that some of them may call your offices.  I did want you to know that staff does explain the situation.  Of course, some of them feel very desperate and elevate that situation to my office or to y’alls officer or maybe the Governor’s office.  And I didn’t want you caught off guard thinking that we weren’t doing anything.  

We do notify everybody and simply state that we’re missing a commissioner, the steps are being taken to fill the position as quickly as possible, and we’ll move forward expediently when we do get that third commissioner in place.  But didn’t -- want to make sure you were aware of that.
And then second to let you know that we did reach out to Department of Labor as well as our counterparts in Louisiana to offer any assistance we could as a result of Hurricane Barry (?) and the impact that it’s had on Louisiana.  We haven’t heard anything back from DOL or from Louisiana asking for assistance, but we stand ready to assist that state as we have in the past to help them with any of their workforce needs that we can.  So, make sure that y’all are aware of that too.  And with that I have nothing else to report.
CHAIR HUGHS:  Thank you for that update and for that effort.  Commissioner Alvarez, do you have anything to add?
COMM. ALVAREZ:  No ma’am. 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 9
CHAIR HUGHS:  All right, well with that we’re now going into executive session pursuant to government code section 551.074(a)(1): The appointment, Employment, Evaluation, reassignment, Duties, Discipline, or Dismissal of the Executive Director, Internal Auditor, Executive Staff, and other Personnel.  And the time is 9:04.
AGENDA ITEM NO. 10

All right, we are back in session, the time is 9:31, the executive session has now concluded.  Is there a motion to adjourn?

COMM. ALVAREZ:  I move that we adjourn.
CHAIR HUGHS:  Thank you, Commissioner Alvarez.  We are adjourned.  Have a good day, everyone.
 (Proceedings concluded at 9:32:46 a.m.)
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I, Kimberly C.  McCright, Certified Vendor and Notary in and for the State of Texas, do hereby certify that the above-mentioned matter occurred as hereinbefore set out.


I FURTHER CERTIFY THAT the proceedings of such were reported by me or under my supervision, later reduced to typewritten form under my supervision and control and that the foregoing pages are a full, true and correct transcription of the original notes.
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